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Officers 

President:  Dan Will 

Vice President :  Dave Schatz 

Treasurer: Dave Schatz  

Secretary:  Judy Buckley 

 

Trustees 

Linda Blosser 

Judy Buckley 

Dale Colburn 

Kaye Fick 

George Morrison 

Betty Newell 

Mary Powell 

JoAnn Ritchie 

Dixie Sayre 

David Schatz 

Jim Stewart 

Dan Will 

Academy and Court House Hours 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

And Saturday 
10:00 - 4:00 

Or 
By Appointment 

Call Kaye Fick at 740-985-4115 
Or 

Mary Powell at 740-992-2622 
E-mail 

chestercourthouse@windstream.net 
Website 

www.chestercourthouse.com 
Court House Phone 

740-985-9822 
Facebook.com/chestercourthouse 

FROM THE BENCH  

In our county we have three main historical groups:  Meigs County His-

torical Society, Buffington Island Battlefield Preservation Foundation, and 

Chester Shade Historical Association.  Each group is organized different 

from and operates independently of the others, yet it is the goal to work 

together cooperatively on enhancing, preserving and promoting the his-

tory of Meigs County.  As we approach the 200th birthday of our county in 

2019, lets see how we can collaborate on ways to celebrate the occasion.  

If you would be willing to get involved, contact a member of the Meigs 

County Bicentennial Commission:  James K. Stanley, Sammi Mugrage, or 

Randy Smith, all located in the area of the Meigs County Courthouse.  

Although it is not certain at this time exactly what part each of the three 

historical groups will have in this celebration, rest assured we will be in-

volved; will you? 

To keep abreast of what’s happening in our state history-wise, the CSHA 

maintains memberships in several other historical groups across the 

state.  Working with and through these groups helps to get our organiza-

tion better known statewide, in hopes of attracting more visitors to the 

area to see our restored buildings, artifacts in the Court House Museum, 

and genealogy research resources in the Academy. 

 We are a member of the Meigs County Chamber of Commerce; in-

teracting with other local business members gives us the opportuni-

ty to gain their support and interest; the Chamber is also closely tied 

to the Tourism Bureau, a plus for promoting the CSHA and our facili-

ties 

 We have a membership in the Southeast Ohio History Center in Ath-

ens, formerly the Athens County Historical Society; the SEOHC envi-

sions a close relationship with all southeast Ohio historical groups, 

not just focusing on Athens County; the goal is to bring groups to-

gether and interact to share ideas, develop solutions to common 

problems or issues, and even loan documents and artifacts among 

the groups, for individual local displays 

 We maintain a membership with the Ohio Local History Alliance, 

Region 9 with Athens, Gallia, Hocking, Jackson, Lawrence, Pike, 

Ross, Scioto, and Vinton Counties; representatives from these 

groups meet annually; meetings consist of two or three sessions re-

garding ways to better maintain or operate our collections and 

(Continue on  Page 2) 
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 properties, and sharing of ideas; the Alliance 

works closely with the Ohio History Connection in 

Columbus, sharing a common goal to encourage 

the preservation and the presentation of Ohio’s 

heritage; the 2019 meeting will be jointly hosted 

by the Meigs County Historical Society and CSHA 

 We are a member of the Ohio Hill Country Herit-

age Area, working to preserve Ohio’s Appalachi-

an culture, environment and history; the Country 

Heritage Area Consists of 31 counties, and is run 

by a volunteer governing board who work with 

individuals and organizations around the region 

to plan and create programs and experiences; 

OHCHA is a community and member-supported 

non-profit dedicated to sustainable growth and 

preservation of the assets and stories unique to 

Appalachian Ohio 

Several of our CSHA members are also mem-

bers of the other two county historical groups, 

as well as other local groups of an historical 

background, such as the Daughters of the 

American Revolution, Daughters of America, 

Sons of the American Revolution, and Sons of 

the Revolution, to name a few.  Collectively 

and collaboratively we work together to pre-

serve the past and to educate the present and 

future generations, of our Ohio and American 

Heritage. 

Dan Will 
President CSHA 

From the Bench – Nov-Dec 2018     

Lorna Hart 

November 16, 2018 

CHSA/King Donation 

 CHESTER- Some contributions are public and 

visible, while others, are done behind the 

scenes and often go unnoticed. Such is the 

case with Mary Delores King of Pomeroy, who 

in the past three years has crotched over 465 

hats for cancer patients and “people in other 

countries who just need a warm hat.” 

  

Each year, members of the Modern Wood-

men of America recognize the work of indi-

viduals in their community who are dedicat-

ed to serving others, and make a donation to 

a charity of the honored person’s choice. This 

year, Meigs County Chapter 7230 in Burling-

ham chose to honor King for her work during 

a surprise picnic in her honor; she named 

Chester Shade Historical Association as the 

recipient of the donation.  

  

King has a long history of being involved in 

her community, and said “I was born and 

raised in Meigs County. When I married, I 

moved two miles down the road and have 

lived there for 70 years.” 

  

King proudly shared that she was “going on 

90”, “I’ll be 90 next April, the Lord willing, but 

I’m not old yet.”  

  

Her definition of “old” is to be ill tempered, 

possessive, complaining, not wanting to do 

anything. She remembers hearing her aunt 

saying to her children that when she got old, 

if she ever got “cranky” they should tell her to 

stop. Her aunt was over 90 years old at the 

time, and King said that statement has re-

mained with her throughout her life. 

  

She said her secret is to “stay busy.” 

Notice to Members!!! 

The CSHA Board has voted to raise the Membership annual 

dues and the amount for a Lifetime Membership. 

The amount starting on January 1, 2019 for Individual Mem-

bership is $15.00  and the amount for Individual Lifetime 

Membership is $150. 

If you have already paid 2019 Dues you are good to go. 
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My mother also never got “old”, and I didn’t want 

to either. I didn’t want to be cranky with a bad 

disposition, so I’ve stayed busy.” 

  

King worked alongside her husband on their farm, 

had six children, retired as a bus driver in 1993 af-

ter 25 years on the job, and began another ca-

reer quilting. She cared for her aging parents for 

12 years and her mother-in law for five. 

  

“We raised five girls and one boy, and were mar-

ried 55 years before my husband passed away 

suddenly. I drove a school bus, then I began quilt-

ing quilts for everyone around,” she said. “I quilt-

ed 140 quilts, then I stopped doing that when I 

wasn’t able to see as well. I cared for my parents 

and mother-in law, there was always something 

to do.” 

  

Now she is crocheting, and relates her story of 

how she learned the skill. 

 

“My mother was determined I would learn to cro-

chet, and I was determined I wouldn’t. I did not 

like to crochet at all, so I would make my stitches 

really tight on purpose, and when my mother 

would tell me they weren’t right, I would have to 

do it again. I would tell her that I just couldn’t do 

it and I kept making the stitches too tight. My 

mother kept making me do it over, so I gave up 

and began crocheting.” 

 

When King developed breast cancer three years 

ago, she stayed with her daughter Grace King 

Scott in Marion, Ohio while taking treatments at 

James Cancer Center in Columbus. Resolved to 

“keep busy, I can’t just sit here,” her daughter 

took her to visit the nearby retirement center 

where volunteers were crocheting hats. 

  

“One woman just couldn’t crochet no matter 

how hard she tried, so I told her I could, and we 

agreed that I would make the hats and she 

would distribute the ones we volunteers made, 

and so it began…” (cont. next column) 

This cancer survivor has made 165 hats that 

have gone to James Cancer Center and 300 to 

other groups. 

  

 “My hats went to the James Cancer Center, to 

my daughter Grace for whoever needed them, 

I think some went to Romania, and to my 

daughter Jeneoa King Stanphill in Florida to give 

to missionaries. And I’m still crocheting.” 

  

King enjoys traveling, but will miss her compan-

ion of 16 years, 

  

“It will be different when I get on the plane to 

go to Florida this winter, Snooks went every-

where with me, my husband brought home a 

Jack Russell puppy a year before he passed. I 

didn’t want a dog, but I guess God knew that I 

would need him. I don’t know what I would 

have done without him he was always there for 

me.” 

  

As King spends her winter in Florida, she said she 

will continue making hats, and has plenty of 

yarn thanks to her family. 

  

“I never run out of yarn,“ King said. “I can’t get 

around like I used to, so I just keep making hats, 

it is the way I can “keep busy” now.” 

(Picture below) 

Pictured is Hometown Hero Mary King presenting the 

$100 donation to Chester Shade Historical Association 

to trustees Dan Will and Dale Colburn at the restored 

Chester Courthouse. 

Photo contributed by CSHA 
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Academy 

“NOTICE TO ALL” 

Our website “chestercourthouse.com” 

now has an Online Store.  All transac-

tions will be made through “PayPal”.  

You will be able to purchase items that 

we have for sale here at the Court 

House, pay your dues, register to be a 

member, and send donations, all with 

your computer or handheld device.  All 

items that are available at the Court 

House are listed on the Online Store. 

Click on the “Select a Link” tab. 

Chester Court House Museum  
Memorabilia  

 by             
Linda Blossser 

 
A wayward pony recently returned to 

his court house paddock! 
 
When the building was not used and in 

disrepair, people used it for storage of  various 
items. 

One of  which was an old hobby horse, 
that was going to be thrown away, as cleaning 
out for the restoration of  the court house be-
gan in the early 1990’s. 

 
The Eichinger family saved it from go-

ing to the glue factory and stabled it in a bed-
room at their house.  They loved it and kept 
care of  it for the last 25 years. 

 
Recently it was returned to us, a lot old-

er, with a thinning tail, no mane or ears and a 
scuffed coat, but it is still a fine steed! 

 
We would like to restore him to his origi-

nal glory and display him in the Court House.  
If  anyone would be interested in looking at 
him and giving us ideas as to what we should 
know and how to do this we would be very 
happy to listen and learn.  Please contact us at 
the Court House at 1-740-985-9822. 
 

Chester Court House 

Cat’s Meow Collectibles 

Chester Court House, Academy 

And Chester Township School 

  We now have collectible wooden plaques from the 

Cat’s Meow in Wooster, OH.  The price is $25 each, 

CSHA members get a discount.  We only have a few 

left.  You can get them at the Chester Academy during 

our open hours of Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 

Saturday, 10-4.  We will mail them with an extra 

charge for shipping and handling if you cannot pick 

them up. 

“A Pony with No Name” 
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This excerpt is from “A History of Tuppers Plains 

and the Surrounding Areas of Olive and Or-

ange Townships 1985 by Agnes Hill submitted by 

D. Schatz 

 

Joppa 

Stories Through the Generations,  

by Everett Parker and 

Roland Dodder 

Joppa (Joppie as some locals call it today) is 

now just a name, more less noting that you are 

half way between Tuppers Plains and Reedsville 

on State Route 681, in Olive Township, Meigs 

County, Ohio.   

 

However, before the Civil War and for a while 

after, this was a thriving country town with a 

post office, two grocery stores close and anoth-

er store about a quarter of a mile away, and a 

school and a church. 

 

There was a furniture “Factory” located here 

during the middle of the 1800’s that made very 

fine furniture.  Mose Flanders operated the busi-

ness.  Two cupboards and a chest of drawers 

are still in use in the vicinity that were made by 

the handcraft at this factory.  One cupboard 

made of butternut is in the Roland Dodderer 

home, near Tuppers Plains; the chest of drawers 

is also in his possession and formerly belonged 

to Ed Limberger; and the other cupboard is 

made of black walnut and belongs to Arthur 

Heiney, whose home is located about halfway 

between Tuppers Plains and Joppa.  Mrs. Au-

gusta Barnhart tells of an old blanket chest that 

was used in her family for years, was made 

there, but it was sold years ago. 

 

The first Methodist church building was a log 

structure that stood across the road from the 

Joppa cemetery.  George Landon, father of 

Fred and Lev Landon and grandfather of Don 

and Darrell Landon, gave the land for the pre-

sent church and then the log building was torn 

down after the new church was built. 

The furniture factory stood just beyond the old 

log church or approximately where the block 

home of Mr. and Mrs. L.R. Barr is now located. 

 

During the Civil War years, Michael Heiney op-

erated the store about a quarter of a mile 

away, and he also had a gunsmith business 

there.  The story goes that Michael sympa-

thized with the South and when Morgan’s 

Raiders came through here, he gave a 

dance for the men and entertained them 

overnight.  The area had more than one who 

sympathized with the South but none was as 

brave, or open, about his feelings as Michael 

Heiney.  Jasper Heiney, a son took over the 

store about 1900. 

 

Elmer Borham was a mail carrier to Joppa 

and Lydia.  He had to make the run once a 

day, by horseback, to Hockingport and back, 

and received a salary of $15.00 a month. 

 

In 1910 Joppa School was closed because of 

diphtheria.  Two children of Elmer Reed died 

the same day and the third one died a few 

days later.  The family home was burned, try-

ing to get rid of the disease.  Frank Rardin had 

a son, George, who also took the disease, be-

gan to recover, went back to school just a 

few days when he also died.   

 

By the 1930’s nothing was left but a store, and 

it was finally closed around 1963. 

 

The author of this book owns a “three-quarter 

bed” that was made at that old furniture fac-

tory near Joppa.  It is made of walnut. 

 

Rocking chair made of bent willow, 

at the Joppa Furniture Factory,  

Joppa, Ohio 

Is now in the home of Carl and Es-

ther Landon 
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Looking Back 

TIERS OF HISTORY 

  Lest we forget -  
Charlene Hoeflich 
 
Christmas will soon be here and already signs of 
the “most wonderful time of the year” are appear-
ing everywhere.   
 
The towns are decorated with bright lights and 
greenery, parades bringing Santa to town are 
scheduled and stores feature extended open 
hours for the convenience of shoppers 
 
And for families—well it’s their busiest season of 
the year.  Children are practicing for school and 
church plays, there’s decorating to be done at 
home, shopping for gifts, as well as cooking and 
baking in preparation for the busiest but the best 
time of the year.   
 
While there is much to do in preparation for Christ-
mas, be sure to relax a little, to reminisce about 
Christmases past, to enjoy school and church pag-
eants, the beauty of decorations, the sound of car-
ols so familiar, and the gatherings of family and 
friends. 
 
It is these things that bring that special feeling of 
Christmas, that makes memories to be cherished, 
and traditions to be treasured.   
 
Merry Christmas  to all 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
 

The Observance  Date 
 

The celebration of Christmas on December 25 is 
thought to have originated in the Fourth Century 
as a way of combating festivities of pagan reli-
gions which were taking place around that time. 

 

 
The actual season of Jesus’ birth is thought to be in 
the spring, but the December 25 date was selected to 
compete head-on with the rival pagan celebration tak-
ing place at that time. 
 

The Advent Wreath 
 

In many churches the four Sundays preceding Christ-
mas are part of a season called Advent, sometimes 
described as a “season of reparation and longing.”  
Advent is the time when the faithful prepare with 
prayer and reflection to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  
The most basic practice is to take a circular wreath of 
evergreen—symbolic of the every living God, eternal-
ly present with no beginning and no end—using four 
candles, usually one pink and three purple around the 
edge and a white candle for Christ in the center.  The 
four outer candles are lighted during the four weeks 
of advent, with the Christ candle usually being lighted 
during a Christmas Eve service. 
 

Poinsettias 
 
Poinsettias, sometimes called the Christmas star, 
have long been used to decorate for the holiday sea-
son in churches, businesses and homes. 
 
The red flowering plant was first used to decorate 
church alters in Mexico.  It was while there as an 
American ambassador to Mexico in 1824, that Joe 
Poinsett was attending a church service on Christmas 
Eve. 

 
He was so impressed with the beauty of the flowers 
that he gathered seeds and brought them back to 
America.  People here so loved the bright red color of 
the flowers they grew from those seeds that they 
named the plant after Poinsett. 
 

Christmas Cards 
 

The first Christmas card is believed to have been de-
signed by John Callcott Horsley in England in 1843, 
created for his friend Sir Henry Cole.  The center of 
the card shows a family party in progress, beneath 
which are the words “A Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to you.” To one side is a scene of the hun-
gry being fed and to the other side, the poor being 
clothed. 

New Chester  

Cookbooks  

For Sale 

$20.00  Next column 
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Send News Letter stories and information to:   

You may contact the Courthouse with  your stories or other items of interest to be included in the newsletters.  Send to one of the 

mailing addresses or email addresses below.   

Judy Buckley     Dave Schatz 

Chester Academy      51984 Rye Road 

46454 SR 248  P. O. Box 44   Reedsville, OH 45772 

Chester, OH 45720    740-667-9712 

740-985-9822     dschatz1939@yahoo.com 

chestercourthouse@windstream.net 

For Genealogy Articles: 

Kaye Fick 

38092 Green-Up Lane 

Long Bottom, OH 45743 

740-985-4115 

kayefick@windstream.net 

 

Christmas Open House  

at Chester Court House 
Date:  December 1, 2018 

Time:   1 pm 

Address:   46450 SR 248,  

                     Chester, OH 45720 

The Eastern Bell Choir directed by Chris 

Kuhn of Eastern High School will be playing.  

There will be a Christmas display and re-

freshments will be served after the music in 

the Chester Academy Dining Hall. 

Sponsored by Chester Shade Historical Association  



 

11/23/2018                                                                                                                                                                                                                     8  

Chester Shade Historical Association 
                                   

 Adult Membership $15/year                  Student Membership $1/year 

Donations 

                      Please send your check to: 

                    Chester Shade Historical Association 

                    P.O. Box 44 

                    Chester, Ohio  45720 

 

In 1995-96 Members of the Daughters of American Revolution and 

a small group of local people came together to save the county’s 

earliest history,  Meigs County’s first Courthouse.    

The Chester Shade Historical Association trustees  and volunteers 

have  worked very hard  to  preserve  the Chester Courthouse, built  

in 1823 and the Academy built in 1840. Both buildings are in use 

and open to the public.   We  have worked 20 years to save what 

was preserved and make these beautiful buildings useable.  Contin-

ued help is needed to maintain  the buildings and keep them open 

to the public.  

You  can help  by becoming members of CSHA and through dona-

tions. 

Or go to our Website:  Chestercourthouse.com  

and use our Online Store to pay or make a  

donation. 

Life Time Memberships $150 
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2019 CSHA Membership 

Membership dues start on January 1 of each year and expire on December 31 of each year. 

$15.00 Individual Adult, $20.00 Parents & Immediate Student Children, $1.00 Students, (up to 

18 years)  

$150 Lifetime Membership 

Please Note:   New Prices take effect as of January 1, 2019 

PLEASE PRINT 

Name: ________________________________________________________ 

Spouse Name:  _________________________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State:  ________ Zip:  _________ 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________ 

(if email has changed, we are asking you to verify your email address) 

Student Name (s): _______________________________________________ 

Number of Persons:  Family ______, Individual _______, Student ________, Amt. Pd. ______ 

Years Paid _____________ Date Paid ____________ Donation _________   Amt. Pd.  ______ 

(Please mark one of the following and a member of the CSHA will contact you) 

__ I would like to volunteer at the Courthouse/Academy 

__ I have a family history or other items to donate to CSHA 

__ I have stories to tell 

                                            Thank you, we appreciate your support!!!!!!!!! 

Yes, I would like to volunteer! 

  

Name ____________________________________      I can volunteer:  One day a week ______________ 

Phone ____________________________________     One day a month _____________ 

E-Mail ___________________________________     Occasionally ________________ 

           As needed __________________ 

  

Preferred day:  Monday __________Wednesday ___________  Thursday ____________  Saturday _____________ 

 

We are open 6 hours a day M, W, TH, S  from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Your Dues Count 

The money that you pay for dues goes to promote our organization. 

It helps us pay our utility bills, upkeep expenses, making it possi-

ble to keep the buildings open to the public, as well as historical 

programs for youth and adults. Please check out our membership 

page and sign up today. Memberships begin in January and end 

on December 31.   
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 Genealogy Wish List 

 

• Volunteers 

• Family Histories (We can make copies and bind them.) 

• Old family pictures (Identified at least by family) 

• Old obits and death notices 

• Old birth, marriage and divorce information 

• Old local newspapers 

• Old school pictures (identified, if possible) 

• Old or new year books 

• Lists of class graduates from area high schools 

• Old pictures, histories and locations of old schools 

• Old church records and histories 

• Old church pictures and locations 

• Old War records for veterans of all wars 

• Research materials for Meigs County and surrounding areas 

Volunteering 

Perhaps you have been considering becoming a vol-

unteer and wonder what you might be able to do.  

Here is a list of some things that volunteers can do: 

• Preparing food for meals 

• Serving meals 

• Cleaning 

• Cataloging materials 

• Making labels for books 

• Binding books 

• Working on obit books 

• Typing using Microsoft Word 

• Helping produce newsletters and bro-

chures 

• Indexing obit books 

• Cataloging donated materials 

• Typing indexes using Microsoft Excel 

• Helping with events 

• Helping with yard sale 

• Helping with museum displays 

• Assist visitors 

 

This is only a partial list, but you get the idea. 

Genealogy Corner 
 

Third Grades Fieldtrips 

     Last fall we had groups of third graders from Eastern 
and Southern tour the Courthouse and Academy.  We 
have done this annually for all three county schools, but 
Meigs was not able to send a group this year.  We divide 
the classes into groups and each group is introduced to 
the history of the buildings and given a short genealogy 
lesson.  We gave the teachers a packet containing gene-
alogy crossword puzzles, word search puzzles and blank 
family trees to use in their classes.  The youngsters are 
always eager to share family stories and are a delight to 
speak to. 

 

Volunteers 

          We find that we need to find new volunteers to help 
with the many things that we do to keep the buildings 
open and to improve our offerings.  If you are local and 
are interested in volunteering, we can find a job that 
matches your skills.  You can volunteer any amount of 
time-a few hours a week or a few days a month-your 
choice.  Please contact us at 740-985-9822 or the email 
address listed on the front page of this newsletter.   

  

New Acquisitions 

 

Genealogy Quotes 

Genealogy is contagious but seldom fatal! 

Genealogy-Will I ever find time to mow the lawn 
again? 

Genealogists are time unravelers. 

Genealogist caught trying to chop down family tree! 


